
Reception – Gold star diverse and inclusive books 
   

BAME main characters 

Astro Girl (RR) Wilson-Max, Ken 

Zeki loves baby club McQuinn, Anna 

Cultural diversity 

Hats of Faith Cohan, Medeia 

Golden domes and silver lanterns Khan, Hena 

Shu Lin’s grandpa Goodfellow, Matt 

Neurodiversity 

Loud! Robbins, Rose 

Pablo’s feelings Majumdar, Sumita 

Leo and the octopus Marinov, Isabelle 

Physical disabilities 

What happened to you? Catchpole, James 

Amazing (RR) Antony, Steve 

Susan laughs Willis, Jeanne 

Rescue and Jessica Kensky, Jessica 

Different types of family, LGBT+ 

Love makes a family Beer, Sophie 

Two homes Masurel, Claire 

The blanket bears Langley-Swain, Samuel 

We are family Hegarty, Patricia 

Daddy, papa and me Newman, Leslea 

Visual impairment and hearing loss 

Can bears ski? Antrobus, Raymond 

Medical conditions 

The itchy-saurus Wellesley, Rosie 

One in 1000 Alcon, Sonia 

Real-life heroes 

Baby young, gifted and black Wilson, Jamia 

Dream big Little leader Harrison, Vashti 

The same but different 

Who are you? Halls, Smriti 

All are welcome Kaufman, Suzanne 

The same but different too Newson, Karl 

The perfect fit Jones, Naomi 

Kindness and friendship 

There’s room for everyone Teymorian, Anahita 

Jessica’s box Carnavas, Peter 

Rain before rainbows (RR) Halls, Smriti 



 

 

  

Poetry and verse 

Take off your brave Nadim 

Caterpillar cake Goodfellow Matt 

Fruits Bloom, Valerie 

Super Duper you (RR) Henn, Sophy 



Year 1 – Gold star diverse and inclusive books 

BAME main characters 

So much (AR) Cooke, Chris 

Maisie’s scrapbook (AR) Narh, Samuel 

Nimesh the adventurer (AR) Singh, Ranjit 

My dad is a grizzly bear Haddow, Swapna 

Look up! (RR) Bryon, Nathan 

We’re going to find the monster! (AR) Blackman, Malorie 

Dave and the tooth fairy (AR) Wilkins, Verna 

Cultural diversity 

Polonius the pit pony O’Neill, Richard 

Lailah’s lunchbox Farqui, Reem 

Sunflower sisters Gangotra, Monica Singh 

The lost homework (AR) O’Neill, Richard 

Handa’s Surprise Eileen Browne 

Neurodiversity 

A friend for Henry (AR) Bailey, Jenn 

I don’t like birthday parties Gaspari, Maureen 

I talk like a river (AR) Scott, Jordan 

Physical disabilities 

We’re all wonders (AR) Palacio, R J 

Different types of family, LGBT+ 

It’s a no-money day (AR) Milner, Kate 

Julian at the wedding Love, Jessica 

And Tango makes three (AR) Richardson, Justin 

The pirate mums (AR) Lancet-Grant, Jodie 

Real-life heroes 

Stevie Wonder (AR) Vegara, Maria 

I am Helen Keller Meltzer, Brad 

She persisted in sports Clinton, Chelsea 

Ernest Shackleton (RR) Vegara, Maria 

Moving home 

What is a refugee? Gravel, Elsie 

Anita and the dragons Carmona, Hannah 

The silence seeker Morley, Ben 

The same but different 

All kinds of bodies Heneghan, Judith 

What if we were all the same? Harris, CM 

Kindness and friendship 

Alfie Heder, Thyra 

On Sudden Hill (RR) Davies, Ben 

Poetry and verse 



 

  

Delicious Larios, Julie 

Take off your brave Nadim 

Hip and Hop, you can do anything Akala 

Skip across the ocean Benjamin, Floella 



Year 2 – Gold star diverse and inclusive books  

 

  

BAME main characters 

Nimesh the adventurer (AR) Singh, Ranjit 

Look up! (AR) Bryon, Nathan 

Hair Love (AR) Cherry, Matthew 

Billy and the beast (RR) Shireen, Nadia 

Billy and the dragon Shireen, Nadia 

Sulve (AR) Nyong’o, Lupita 

Cultural diversity 

Ossiri and the Bala Mengro (AR) O’Neill, Richard 

Kasia’s surprise (AR) Gurney, Stella 

The jasmine sneeze (RR) Kaadan, Nadine 

The proudest blue (RR)(AR) Muhammad, Ibtihaj 

Neurodiversity 

Isaac and his amazing Asperger superpowers!(AR) Walsh, Melanie 

Me and my sister Robbins, Rose 

Pablo and the noisy party Brenner, Andrew 

Physical disabilities 

We’re all wonders (AR) Palacio, R J 

Medical conditions 

Max the champion Stockdale, Sean 

Different types of family, LGBT+ 

My daddy’s going away (AR) MacGregor, Christopher 

Heather has two mummies (AR) Newman, Leslea 

Real-life heroes 

One hundred steps (AR) Moore, Tom 

Frida Kahlo (AR) Vegara, Maria 

Counting on Katherine (RR) Becker, Helaine 

Moving home 

The silence seeker (AR) Morley, Ben 

Coming to England (AR) Benjamin, Floella 

The Invisible (RR)(AR) Percival, Tom 

The same but different 

Milo imagines the world (RR) Pena, Matt 

Kindness and friendship 

Kind Scheffler, Axel 

Poetry and verse 

Poems aloud  Coelho, Joseph 

Yapping away Seigal, Joshua 

Riley knows he can Hamilton, David 

Forever star Peter, Gareth 



Year 3 – Gold star diverse and inclusive books  

 

BAME main characters 

Sam Wu is not afraid of the dark (AR) Tsang, Kevin 

Ellie and the cat (AR) (RR) Blackman, Malorie 

Accidental trouble magnet Mian, Zanib 

Malala’s magic pencil (AR) Yousafzai, Malala 

Nikhil and Jay save the day Soundar, Chitra 

Indiana Bones Heape, Harry 

Cultural diversity 

Mayhem mission Islam, Burhana 

The no1 car spotter (AR) Atinuke 

Neurodiversity 

Ian’s walk Lears, Laurie 

The dog that saved Christmas (AR) Davies, Nicola 

Me and Mr P (RR) Farrer, Maria 

Physical disabilities 

Me and Mr P – Joe’s new world Farrer, Maria 

Gracie Fairshaw Brownrigg, Susan 

Different types of family, LGBT+ 

Sona Sharma, very best big sister Soundar, Chitra 

Mum’s jumper Perkin, Jayde 

Nen and the lonely fisherman (AR) Eagleton, Ian 

King and king Hann, Linda de 

Visual impairment and hearing loss 

Mark Spark in the dark (AR) Wilson, Jacqueline 

The mystery of the missing puppies Rix, Megan 

The boy in the jam jar (AR) Dunbar, Joyce 

Harriet versus the galaxy Baines, Samantha 

Learning difficulties and speech disorders 

A dog called Flow Goodhart, Pippa 

Lizzie Zipmouth Wilson, Jacqueline 

Medical conditions 

An alien in the jam factory (RR) Sains, Chrissie 

Real-life heroes 

Emmanuel’s dream Thompson, Laurie Ann 

Freya Kahlo and her animalitos Brown, Monica 

How to change the world (RR) Sirdeshpande, Rashmi 

Moving home 

My name is not Refugee Milner, Kate 

Wisp, a story of hope Fraillon, Zana 

The same but different 

See what I can do! Roberts, Jon 

Kindness, loss and friendship 



Swallow’s kiss Brahmachari, Sita 

Ariki and the giant shark Davies, Nicola 

Shona Sharma, looking after planet Earth Soundar, Chitra 

Storm in a jar (AR) Langley-Swain, Samuel 

Poetry 

Stars with flaming tails (RR) Bloom, Valerie 

Change sings Gorman, Amanda 

 

  



 

Year 4 – Gold star diverse and inclusive books  

 

BAME main characters 

Granny trouble Patel, Serena 

Cookie and the most annoying girl … Huq, Konnie 

Epic hero flop (AR) Mian, Zanib 

The girl who stole an elephant (RR)(AR) Farbrook, Nizrana 

Rumaysa (AR) Hafiza, Radiya 

Leonora Bolt secret inventor Brandt, Lucy 

Fred wizarding wonder Philip, Simon 

Cultural diversity 

Mayhem mission (RR) Islam, Burhana 

Dealing with Racism (AR) Lacey, Jane 

Neurodiversity 

Twins in trouble Antoniades, Zoe 

The genius aged 8 ¾ (AR) Strong, Jeremy 

Frankie’s world Dooley, Aoife 

Physical disabilities 

The Christmasaurus (AR) Fletcher, Tom 

Me and Mr P – Joe’s new world Farrer, Maria 

Gracie Fairshaw Brownrigg, Susan 

Different types of family, LGBT+ 

The suitcase kid (AR) Wilson, Jacqueline 

Basically famous Carney, Jen 

Visual impairment and hearing loss 

Max and the millions (AR) Montgomery, Ross 

The mystery of the missing puppies Rix, Megan 

Harriet versus the galaxy Baines, Samantha 

Song for a whale (AR) Kelly, Lynne 

Learning difficulties and speech disorders 

Reading the game (AR) Palmer, Tom 

A dog called Flow Goodhart, Pippa 

Medical conditions 

House of Robots (AR) Patterson, James 

Real-life heroes 

Stephen Hawking Sheehan, Nikki 

Pride in STEM (AR) Dufresne, Emilie 

Kamala Harris Rasheed, Leila 

Children who changed the world (RR) Williams, Marcia 

Shackleton’s journey (RR)(AR) Grill, William 

Moving home 

Swan song (AR) Lewis, Gill 

The boy at the back of the class(RR) (AR) Rauf, Onjali Q 



A glasshouse of stars (AR) Marr, Shirley 

Kindness and friendship 

A cat called Waverley Gliori, Debi 

Everdark (AR) Elphinstone, Abi 

Traditional tales 

African and Caribbean folktales Shearer, Wendy 

The lonely princess Pirotta, Saviour 

Poetry and verse 

Being me Brownlee, Liz et al 

The same inside and out (RR) Brownlee, Liz et al 

Yapping away Seigal, Joshua 

 

  



Year 5 – Gold star diverse and inclusive books  

 

BAME main characters 

The faraway truth Marks, Janae 

Accidental trouble magnet (AR) Main, Zanib 

The girl with the shark’s teeth Burnell, Cerrie 

Where the river runs gold (AR) Brahmachari, Sita 

Rebooked (AR) Alexander, Kwame 

The lion above the door (AR) Rauf, Onjali Q 

The girl who lost a leopard Nizrana Farook 

Crossover (AR) Alexander, Kwame 

Lighning girl Dixon, A 

Jummy at the River School Adeyinka, Sabine 

Cultural diversity 

The missing diamonds (AR) Sami, Annabelle 

Neurodiversity 

Can you see me? (AR) Scott, Libby 

The London Eye mystery (AR) Dowd, Siobhan 

The Guggenheim mystery (AR) Dowd, Siobhan 

Do you know me? (AR) Scott, Libby 

Ways to be me (AR) Scott, Libby 

Physical disabilities 

The racehorse who learned to dance (AR) Balding, Clare 

Katy (AR) Wilson, Jacqueline 

Different types of family, LGBT+ 

The secrets of Sam and Sam Day, Susie 

Just call me spaghetti hoop boy (AR) Williamson, Lara 
Uma and the answer to absolutely everything (RR) Copeland,Sam 

Stuntboy in the meantime Reynolds, Jason 

Visual impairment and hearing loss 
The distance between me and the cherry tree Peretti, Paola 

Max and the millions (AR) Montgomery, Ross 

Learning difficulties and speech disorders 

A storm of strawberries (AR) Cotterill, Jo 

Check mates (AR) Foster, Stewart 

Medical conditions 

The bubble boy (AR) Foster, Stewart 

A dangerous game (AR) Blackman, Malorie 

Ella on the outside (RR)(AR) Howe, Cath 

The mystery of the colour thief Jozefkowicz, Ewa 

Moving home 

Other words for home Warga, Jasmine 

A world full of journeys and migrations Howard, Martin 

Real-life heroes 



Young, gifted and black (RR)   Wilson, Jamia 

Just like me Gooding, Louise 

Kindness and friendship 

12 hacks to beat bullying Head, Honor 

Dragon mountain (RR) (AR) Tsang, Katie 

Poetry and verse 

Refugees Bilston, Brian 

Be the change Brownlee, Liz et al 

A Caribbean Dozen Agard, John 

 

  



Year 6 – Gold star diverse and inclusive books  

 

BAME main characters 

High-rise mystery (RR) (AR) Jackson, Sharna 

Amari and the night brothers (RR) (AR) Alston, BB 

A good day for climbing trees (AR) Jacobs, Jaco 

Mohinder’s war (AR) Rai, Bali 

Booked (AR) Alexander, Kwame 

Where the river runs gold (AR) Brahmachari, Sita 

The boy who met a whale (AR) Farook, Nizrana 

Rebooked (AR) Alexander, Kwame 

Cultural diversity 

Yusuf Azeem is not a hero Faruqi, Saadia 

Neurodiversity 

Show us who you are (RR) (AR) McNicoll, Elle 

The boy with the butterfly mind Williamson, Victoria 

Storm horse Elson, Jane 

Physical disabilities 

Gracie Fairshaw Brownrigg, Susan 

Runaway Robot (AR) Cottrell-Boyce, Frank 

Me and Mr P – Joe’s new world Farrer, Maria 

Wonder (RR) (AR) Palacio, R J 

Turtle boy (AR) Wolkenstein, M Evan 

Shine (AR) Gourlay, Candy 

Different types of family, LGBT+ 

The incredible record smashers Pearson, Jenny 

Tin boy (AR) Cole,Steve 

Sputnik’s guide to life on Earth (AR) Cottrell-Boyce, Frank 

A different sort of normal Balfe, Abigail 

Visual impairment and hearing loss 

Harriet versus the galaxy Baines, Samantha 
The extraordinary colours of Auden Dare (AR) Bethell, Zillah 

EL Deafo (RR)(AR) Bell, Cece 

Learning difficulties and speech disorders 
The boy who made everyone laugh (RR) (AR) Rutter, Helen 

Running on empty (AR) Durrant , SE 

Medical conditions 

Pig-heart boy (RR) (AR) Blackman, Malorie 

A story about cancer Desjardins, India 

The girl with space in her heart (AR) Williamson, Lara 

Moving home 

The night diary (AR) Hiranandani, Veera 

When stars are scattered (AR) Jamieson, Victoria 

The arrival (RR) Tan, Shaun 



Real-life heroes 

Perfectly imperfect stories Potion, Lee 

Amazing women of the Middle East (AR) Tarnowska, Wafa 

You are a champion (AR) Rashford, Marcus 

Great adventurers (RR) Humphrey’s, Alistair 

Kindness and friendship 

Prejudice Howell, Izzi 

Shark caller Bethell, Zillah 

Poetry and verse 

Overheard in a tower block Coelho, Joseph 

Belonging Street (RR) Coe, Mandy 

 

 

 

 
 


